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e husband, a father of bumble means, it 
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investment of a ee - amount per an- 
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rofessor Alexander C, Barry’s 
EROUS, OR NEDICATED COMPOUND, 


ing, preserving, and beautifying Hair, 
ing Sut and Dandruff, and oving diseases 
glands, muscles, stings, cut, bruises, sprains, 
it. has been ascertaine®, by experiment that 
“e:COPHEROUS has produced the same effect in 
vases of the skiv., &c., of the horse, and all the 
ngdom. 
: Editor of the NV. Y. E-.rpress, April 3, 1851 : 
Alex. C. Barry’s Tricopnerous is not only the 
put the most useful preparation for preserving 
n a beautiful condition, which bas come under 
vation It is recommended by some of our — 
aud physicians, and has beeo eavencively one 
ly used in all parts of the country. Wet _ 
nsable to a neat toilet and heartily ———— 
public. It can be procured from all the 
s, and in packages of half a dozen bottles at a 
price, at Prof. Barry's Office, pr ny ay. 
Miss Catharine Nelson: _ 
of a letter ss, Horst, Sept. 17, ay 
: Sir—You have permission to wi 
hn experienced the great utility eae ame | 
erous for dressing the hair. 1 have always = 
| pomatum to occasion & harshness to my ba’ r 
three or four years it was falling off an — 
1 in color; but since using your Tricopherous 
head always comfortable, aud my bair grown 
nd thick, to the amazement of my friends = 
tances. 1 have invariably found it > 
neral satisfaction. Please to send three ttles 
er, who will pay you. ee NELSON, 
otte G. V. M. Rapelye: 
of a letter from Pest von aa 22, 180. 
f. Barry: Dear Sir—1 have been “filicted with & 
My ponet Ba of the scalp of @ most aggravated 
er for the last sixteen yeara, and during that pe- 
‘ave had the advice of some of the most eminent 
ans, and have trie@ all the preparations for = 
id skin now known, without the least ong | 
vised by a friend to try your Tricopherous. Idi 
, last resort, and, to my surprise and gresifontins 
myesif cured in about two months. Such — 
ye of the disorder oat = — 1 was partially 
D ours, 
ae ch V. M, RaPe.ye, |. 
148 Columbia apy 
i ottles, price 25, cents at the prin 
a ‘ 37 BROADWAY, new 
neipal druggists an 
Fa inked States om Canada. 131-3m* 


~ BLAKE'S 
Patent Fire-Proof Paint. 

E original and only gexuine article that can oo? 
r used without infringing my patent and whic 
months after applied, turns to SLA TE or STONE, 
ng acomplete kK NAMEL or COAL of MAIL, over 
wes covered, bidding defiance to fire, water ~ 
ner. It has now been in use over seven years, an 
9 first applied is now like a stone. FEITS, 0s 
ok out for WORTHLESS COUNTER . 
s of unprincipled persons are grinding up stone - 
us kinds of vilken stuff, and endeavor ae 
Fire-Proof Paint. | have recently ooommees* t - 
against parties infringing ry 4 rg cheour 
ined to prosecute every ove | can ¢ ~ "0 ainees 

i in a wider or ground in oil, 0 
oe by alf times be had at = po nl ais 
My : E ew York, from the Pal 5 
pant <ranET, New Tne WILLIAM BLAKE. 


{OSPECTUS of the INDEPENDENT. ) 
NDEPENDENT, a religious newspaper of 
iS Cae dime is published weekly, at 24 - 
-street, New York, at Two Do.LaRs a-year, pay 
wy nest of this journal are Kev. LeonaRD sf 
 D.v., of New Haven, Conn, Rev. - 
SMPSON, Pastor of the Broadway Tabernacle ot 
w York, and Kev. R. 5 a Jun., Pastor © 
"the Pilgrims, Brooklyn. 
way is an present traveling in Europe and pond 
st, and his correspondence will enrich the paper —" 
‘the year with his observations upon seep een 8 
ental seener soclety and institutions. r. 
icles are designated by his initial 5S. Os ston 
Rey. GeorGe B. CHEEVER, D.D., ) oto 
enryY WaRD BRRONER, (3%) are enlisted as suai 
ibutors to the editora] coiumns. v5 Reashieen ane 
i t Editor is Rev. Josuva LEAVITT, 4 
none bry np editor renders the news department V& 
Tag ns na was not started for the lo s 
in, and it will be sustained upon the most li ae wd 
en though it should never prove to be a sour 
i ietors. 

Bat while they aro thus opener to its support, = 

have no control over 
ePrieiod no responsibility whatever for aaything saab 
a inthem. The editors, on the other ane i 
p property in the paper, and no expectation © ‘ 
ther enriched or impoverished 09 Ca 

roved tha 

f owe reat ees a truly igs rt newspaper, 

, ent aims to be. 
ati, characteristic, not offensively, — _—— 
vely. It is not the organ of any schoo ae of 
ny sect in religion, nor of any party in po anes rey 
resses only the individual views of its — : 
s editors are by conviction and position eS and 
liists, the paper advocates the principles of fait * 
rder generally held by the Congregational . * of 
New Fogland. This rf does, however, in the spiri “f 
indness arid liberality toward other denominations 
Phristians. 


Correspondence, - " 
Independent employs, 
kB, Joseru WaRne, Esq., of Yom 
bey. A. Kine, of Dublin, Kev. Louis Dar 
Ind Key. Leon PILaTTE, 0 
ns supplied wi 
furnish one es of t 
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The 
i the prominent its readers informed of all mat- 
nd the West, and keeps eter 


. By these 
: Pi Public jylied. with 4 larger amount of original 


is 

batter than is usual in religious newspa - 

jal attention is given to the Pe hiciem Books 
a Periodicals and to interesting selections from out 
nt 

eral Principles. 
= f The Faderendent are ontet 
newspayer, it ae not 

ne arena of political discussion except 
ineiples ct Christianity to public questions. 
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ndea' to do. without regard to or Justice, 
meg will always couse be com- 


umanity, Riga-, Liberty and Truth, 
at a a anid sek vo trample ues 
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TH THE GOSPEL, EVEN 80 WE SPEAK, NOT AS PLEASING MEN, BUT GOD, WHICH TRIETH OUR HEARTS.” 
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BY 8. W. BENEDICT. 











THE (NDEPENDENT. 


orrice 24 SEEKMAN-STREST, BETWEEN WILLIAM 
AND NASSAU 


TERMS—$2 per annum to those who order the 
paper sent by mail, and $2 50 to those who receive 
the paper by carriers or post-riders at thvir door 
free of charge. 

Clergymen who send five names with $10 will be 
entitled to a sixth copy gratis. 

Payme ‘t in a// cases will be required in advance 

§G- A-veatisements.—Seventy-five cents for 16 
lines for the first insertion, and fifty cents for each 
subsequent insertion. 

The Bosron Orvice of The Independent is at the 
Literary Agency of G. W. Licur, No. 8 Cornhill. 
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EDITORIAL ARRANGEMENTS, 





The editors of this journal are Leonwarp Bacon, 
Josern P. THompson, and R. 8. Srorrs, Jun 
When Mr. Storrs entered the editorial corps, 
he reserved the right to withdraw from it 
whenever the paper should have become estab- 
Except for the absence of Dr. Bacon, he 
would therefore have done so at the commencement 
of this year. But in q of that ab 
he will. continue to contribute as heretofore to our 

nt toliewed However. cf alt A 
supervision and responsibility, except in the case 
of his own articles. These are designated by his 
initial, 8. 

The Assistant Editor is Rev Josuva Leavitt. 

Rev. Geoncr B. Cueever, D.D., (C.) and Rev. 
Henry Warp Bercuen, (*) are enlisted as stated 
contributors to the editorial columns. 








Homestic Correspondence. 


FROM OUR IOWA CORRESPONDENT. 


Dusvave, lowa, June 14, 1851. 
GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF IOWA. 
To the Editors of The Independent: 

GentLemen :—The meeting of the General 
Association of lowa was held last week at Den- 
mark, in Lee county. The attendance was 
much smaller than it would otherwise have been, 
on account of the unexampled flood which, dur- 
ing the last month, desolated all this region. 
The rain fell in torrents, raising the streams of 
this State from six to ten feet higher than was 
ever known before, flooding farms and ruining 
crops, entirely submerging many villages, and 
sweeping off brilges, mills, houses &c. and de- 
stroying some lives. The Mississippi also over- 
flowed its banks and did much damage. Nearly 
all the steamboat wood is swept away, (one man 
lost 1500 cords, worth $3000,) so that many 
boats are obliged to lay up. Eighty hundredths 
of an inch of rain fell, according to a guage kept 
here, in fifteen minutes, and six inches and 51-100 
in five days. The whole amount that fell in 
from two to three weeks is estimated at more 
than a foot. 

Rev: A. Hale from the N. 8. Synod of Illinois 
was the only delegate present at the Association 
from corresponding bodies. Rev. E. Adams of 
Davenport was chosen moderator, and Rev. 
Messrs. Coleman and Cobb were appointed 
Scribes. The session was opened on Thursday 
evening with devotional exercises, according to 
custom, conducted by the pastor of the church 
and continued for one hour. The chief items of 
general interest in the transactions of the Associ- 
ation were as follows: 

A paper was presented by Rev. Mr. Holbrook, 
chairman of a committeee of the Dubuque Asso- 
ciation appointed for the purpose, setting forth 
the moral condition and wants of the German 
population of this State, and recommending a 
plan for more fully supplying them with the means 





ing a committee to procure and disburse funds 
for that purpose. The report was adopted and 
Rev. Messrs. Holbrook, Read, and A. Turner 
were chosen for that committee. This document 
will be published and should have the attention 
of the friends of Missions. 

A’ a late hour a resolution was introduced ex- 
pressing regret that the A. H. M. Society applies 
its funds to aid slaveholding churches, and affec- 
tionately and earnestly entreating the ex-commit- 
tee to discontinue doing so. Many of the mem- 
bers lamented that there was not time for its dis- 
cussion and reluctantly aliowed it to be postpon- 
ed till the next meeting. [ am persuaded that 
nearly, if not quite all, the ministers in our State 
fee] that it is time for such action on the part of 
that Society, and I have no doubt if nothing is 
done before, that next year such a resolution will 
pass nearly unanimously, 

Rev. Mr. Cobb preached on Friday evening 
from Sol. Song, 6: 10, on the characteristics of 
an efficient church; Rev. F. V. A. Woods on 
Saturday evening from Rom. 3: 31. Rev. A. 
Hale on Sabbath morning gave a very able and 
eflective discourse on the Guidance of the Spirit, 
and Rey. O. French lately of tie Ahmednugger 
mission, deeply interested the audience at five 
P. M.,.by an account of Hindooism, and the pre- 
seatreligious condition and p of. India. 
The Lord's Sapper was administered at 2 P. M. 
on the Sabbath by Rev. Messrs, G. Wood and 
Holbrook. The latter also read the narrative 
of the state of religion, in the evening ; at which 
time also Rev. Mr. Goodman gave a brief state- 
ment of the plans and operations of the Western 
Home and Foreign Missionary Association of 
Cincinnati. The next meeting of the Associa- 
ation will be held at Muscatine, on the first 
Thursday of June next at7 o’clock P. M. Dele- 
gales were appointed to the General Associations 
of New Hampshire, Vermont, Maine, Massachu- 
setts, Connecticut, New York and Michigan, and 
to the Convention of Wisconsin, and the Synods 
of Peoria and Illinois, and of the Western Ger- 
man Evangelical Body. 

The narrative gives a cheering account of prog- 
ress in advancing morality and religion in the 
State during the past year. It states that there 
are four minor Associations, 51 churches, 1985 
members, 42 ministers (38 of whom only are labor- 
ing with ourchurches). [tspeaks of many revivals 
of religion ; 260 have been added to the churches 
on profession ; 2300 children are in the Sabbath- 
schools ; 17 houses of worship have been fini-h- 
ed during the year, or have been commenced, or 
are about to be, and for this purpose $7000 have 
been paid or pledged ; $2081 46 have been con- 
tributed for benevolent purposes, which is double 
the amount raised last year. The population of 
the State it is estimated will be at least one mil- 
lion within ten years! 

In conclusion, tae place where the Association 
met deserves a passing notice. It is a perfect 
Yankee farming setthkement—New England in 
miniature, except in regard to the face of the 
country. Instead of the sterile hills, and im- 
mense wooded mountains, there is the broad and 
fertile prairie with a rich black soil a foot deep. 
This is covered in all directions with farms as 
far as the eye can reach, with neat painted houses 
and large barns, and good fences and growing or- 
chards, and in the center stands the noble biick 


school-houses in the various districts. 
jority of the people are from New England, and 
The old log-cabin now stands, where four families 


some of which are now worth from ten to twenty 
thousand dollars. The church contributed up- 





ofgrace. This paper will be sent you hereafter for 
publication, as it is on a subject of great impor- 
tance and general interest. The Germans are a 
large and increasing class of our population, and 
their prospects in a religious point of view are 
deplorable. They have very few evangelical 
ministers, and infidelity is making rapid progress 
among them, while their children are growing up 
in almost total ignorance of the Gospel. Nor 
can pious and educated preachers be found to 
break to them ¢he bread of life. As the 
only resort then, the plan proposed is, to seek 
out pious and intelligent laymen, and set them 
to work as Lay Preachers, after examina- 
tion by the local Associations, and under the 
supervision of ordained ministers, and allowing 
them a small sum, not exceeding $100, for their 
services, they laboring with their own hands to 
procure the remainder of their support. This is 
not expected to supersede an educated ministry, 
but to prepare the way for it; and to be employ- 
ed asa temporary resort and in default of the 
former. A Committee is to be chosen annually, (as 
well as a Treasurer,) by the General Association, 
to be called “ The Committee on German Mis- 
sions,” whose duty it shall be to commission such 
men as shall be recommended by the minor 
Associations, and fix their compensation, and 
draw upon the Treasurer for the amount. ‘They 
are also to solicit contributions of funds for this 
object, at home and abroad, by correspondence. 
Rev. Mr. Gumble (German), spoke at length on 
the subject, and was followed by Messrs. A. 
Hale, Salter, G. Wood, Williams, A. Turner, 
Holbrook, and L. A. Thomas, Esq., the matter 
exciting much interest. The plan proposed was 
finally adopted and H. L. Whitman M. D. of 
Dubuque, was chosen Treasurer, and Rev. 
Messrs. Holbrook, E. Adams, and Salter, Mission- 
ary Committee. It is to he hoped that this pro- 
ject will be successful, and that something eflec- 
tual may be done to benefit this large class of 
our population, and that when facts are set be- 
fore them our Eastern friends will take an inter- 
est in the enterprise. 


Three resolutions were reported by the Busi- 
ness Committee entitled “ Testimony in regard to 
the Fugitive-Slave law,” setting forth the law of 
God as succinctly stated by our Savior, and de- 
claring that any human law, conflicting, as does 
the Fugitive-Slave law, with the Law of Love, is 
not binding. This subject gave rise to a very 
general and long debate, occupying portions of 
several sessions, none denying the principle set 
forth, but some opposing the form of the resolu- 
tions, aud others doubting the expediency of such 
A fourth and more explicit resolution 
was also proposed to be added.. As the final re- 
sult, another Preamble and Resolution were sub- 
stituted and adopted, declaring that our Govern- 
ment in various ways recognizes the higher au- 
thority of the Divine Government, and that there- 
fore the laws of the latter are paramount when 
human laws conflict with them. But one opinion 
was expressed of the odious character of the Fu- 
gitive-Slave law, and all declared that they would 
Rot aid in enforcing it, though they would not 


action. 


Oppose it. 


Rev. Mr. Salter presented the prospectus of a 
bi-monthly periodical of 16 pages octavo, to be 
published at Burlington, when four hundred sub- 
Scribers shall have been procured at fifty cents 
Per annum, to be ca'led “ The Iowa Christian 
Annalist.” It is not designed to fill the place of 
the ordinary religious newspaper, but to contain 
Matter of permanent interest to the churches, relat- 
ing to their history and the progress of religion, 
discussions of important topics, &c. It was re- 


Commended by the Association. 


Rev. O. Emerson, chairman of a committee 
appointed last year, read a long and able report 
On the necessity of aid on the part of our feeble 
churches in erecting houses of worship, and ar- 
Suing that it is a matter of economy in the use of 
Missionary funds, to assist them, and recommend- 


wards of $800 last year for benevolent purposes 
and has for a long time supported its own pastor. 
And this, by the way, is a fine illustration of the 
profits to the cause of benevolence, which are 
derivable from funds invested in Home Mission- 
ary operations at the West by our Eastern 
churches. A few years hence and the West will 
be filled with churches that will pour out the 
streams of their beneticence to bless the world. 
Until quite recently the Congregational was the 
only church in the settlement, but now there is a 
small Baptist organization without a minister. 
The pastor of the Congregational church is the 
patriarch of Congregationalism in lowa (Rev. A. 
Turner), and lives in simple style, and exerts a 
wide spread and salutary influence in the region. 
I could not but think of Dr. Emmons and some 
other patriarchal New England pastors while I 
looked upon his situation and circumstances there. 
He was a pioneer of Congregationalism and 
Home Missions in Illinois, as well as lowa, 
founded the Congregational church at Quincy, 
Ill., was one of the first three members of our 
Association, one of the seven founders of Illinois 
College, as well as one of the founders of that of 
lowa. May he long live to labor in this good 
work, and when he goes down to the grave be 
embalmed in the memory of our churches, and 
honored in all future time as one of the Pilgrim 
Fathers of lowa! This church has contributed 
the first year between 800 and 900 dollars to be- 
nevolent objects. 

I should also say, that statements were made 
before the Association of the condition and pros- 
pects of Iowa College. It has now two profes- 
sors and upwards of fifty students, including the 
preparatory department. One individual in Con- 
necticut has pledged $5000, to endow a professor- 
ship in part. 

I hope our good friends in New England will not 
fail to remember the statements made in the New 
School General Assembly in reference to the 
working of missionary operations at the West. 
They pay more than three-fifths of the money 
expended by the American Home Missionary, and 
the College Societies, while nearly all the officers 
and agents are Pr sbyterians, and by far the 
great majority of the Colleges and churches es- 
tablished belong to the same denomination. And 
yet our Presbyterian friends are continually com- 
plaining of Congregational aggression! I am 
free to say that in my opinion, and as the results 
of experience and observation, were our opera- 
tions separate and distinct there would be more 
money raised by far, and more churches founded, 
and there would be less jealousy and friction. 
Why should we not part like Abraham and Lot, 
and each pursue its work in its own way and 








field ? Respectfully yours, 
Kins to J.C. H. 
MEETING OF THR GENERAL CONVENTION OF 


VERMONT, 


The annual session of this body was held in 
Bradford, on the 17th, 18th, and 19th inst. In 
the absence of the regular preacher the Rev, Mr. 
Thurston, of Maine preached the opening sermon, 
Tuesday, A. M., from Matthew 20:27. “And 
whosoever will be chief among you, let him be 
your servant.” Doctrine of the discourse, that 
true greatness consists in rendering eminent ser- 
vices to mankind. It was an original, ingenious 
impressive and forcible sermon, was listened to 
with marked attention, and had two excellencies 
not always found in sermons on such occasions, 
viz.: simplicity and brevity. 


Rev. A. G. Pease Scribe. 





different parts of the State. Rev. Mr. Slocum 


Rev. J. Anderson was chosen Moderator, and 


In the afternoon, besides the transaction of 
business, which occupied much less time than 
formerly, the Convention listened to reports from 
delegates to foreign bodies, and spent an hour 
in devotional exercises, when very interesting 
statements were made in regard to- revivals in 


presented the cause of the American and Foreign 
Christian Union. 

In the evening the large meeting house was 
crowded to listen to the devotional exercises, 
which were solemn and interesting. Mr. J. Nut- 
ting of Randolph, who is just departing on a mis- 
sion to Africa, made a short address, also Joel 
Mann, delegate from R. I. 

Wednesday, A. M., President Wheeler, dele- 
gate to the General Assembly which met at St. 
Louis last May, made a full and interesting re- 
port of his visit for that body, and was fol- 
lowed by -——, delegate of the General 
Assembly to this Convention. The remaining 
time was occupied by the Anniversary of the 
Vermont Sabbath-school Society. Addresses 
made by Rev. Messrs. Wheeler, Thurston, Clapp, 
and Dougherty. 





VERMONT DOMESTIC MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

The report of the Secretary of this Society, on 
Wednesday afternoon, showed it to be in a pros- 
perous condition. The receipts of the Society 
were $7000, being an inciease of $600 on the 
previous year. Sixty missicnaries have been 
aided, nearly two hundred conversions reported, 
and other encouraging facts, such as the better 
observance of the Sabbath, an i-creasing atten- 
cance on public worship, and in the Sabbath 


School Jess.profanity and -open immorality: 


Some of the aided churches were beginning to 
sustain the gospel alone, and many would soon 
doso. New and encouraging fields of usefulness 
were opening. As an example of many similar 
cases, the Secretary stated that he had just re- 
ceived application for aid in a growing village 
where there were only six females belonging to 
the church. This was a naughty, wicked place, 
once looked upon as a hopeless field, to be passed 
by till others more promising were supplied. But 
the people in this village began to see their bad | 
condition, that they could have no prosperity | 
without the gospel, and have made a great and 
generous effort for this object, so that with a 
little aid from the Missionary Society, they intend 
to have regular “ orthodox preaching.” In many 
places the people begin to see that error will do 
nothing for them, and they are willing to try 
“old-fashioned orthodoxy.” 
The report of the Education Society was read 
in the evening, and addresses made by Rev. 
Mr. Stearns of Massacliusetts, Dr. Richards of 
Hanover, and President Wheeler. 

REPORT OF THE STATE OF RELIGION. 
This report exhibited 196 churches, 19,153 
members, 200 deaths, and 700 additions the 
past year, many of those indulging hopes not 
having yet made a profession of religion. So 
many revivals have not been enjoyed since 1831, 
about one quarter of the churches having been 
thus blessed. Both of the colleges and many of 


the academies in the State have shared in these 


revivals. In Greensboro’, the solemn words ol 


the pastor, W. A. Chapin, to the young, as he 


was about to die, were the occasion of a powerful 
revival. The spirit was poured out on churches 


that were almost discouraged, where there had 


been no conversions for years. Many revivals 
were now in progress, and a very interesting one 


in the town of Dorset. 


DELEGATES TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 
For several years there has been in the Conven- 


meeting-house with steeple and bell; and hard} tion a difference of opinion, and some sharp dis- 
by a two story stone academy, and at intervals | cussion on the propriety of continuing cocrespon- 
scattere | through the settlement substantial brick | dence with the General Assembly, on account of 
The ma-} the Assembly’s connection with slavery. 


Last 
year two able reports were submitted to the Con- 


most of them came there poor. Many are now | vention, a majority report ia favor of dropping 
rich, and nearly all are in easy circumstances.|the correspondence, and a minority report in 


favor of continuing it. This Convention, how- 


lived together for a while, some dozen yeats ago, | ever, have voted (withronly four dissenting Woices) 


to continue the correspondence with the General 
Assembly. The interesting report of our delegate 
to that body last May, and the statements of 
their delegate to us at this meeting, in regard to 
the desirableness of this correspondence, contri- 
buted something to bring about this decision. 
One member, however, thought he should be 
involved in sin by continuing his connection with 
the Convention, and so withdrew from the Body. 
The Free Will Baptists sent a delegate to the 
Convention, proposing correspondence. The de- 
legate was cordially received, and the Convention 
voted to maintain a Christian correspondence 
with these brethren. 
A resolution was passed by the Convention 
discountenancing the use of tobacco. 
The communion sermon was preached by Rev. 
Samuel Hurlburt, from Galatians 3:13. “Christ 
hath delivered us from the curse of the law, being 
made a curse for us.” The preacher exhibited 
the vicarious nature of the atonement, in opposi- 
tion to the governmental or symbolical view of it. 
He had evidently thought much on the subject, 
and gave a solemn and earnest, as well as argu- 
mentative discourse. 
Less time was taken up in the transaction of 
business, and more spent in devotional exercises 
than is usual at these meetings. The morning 
prayer meetings were thronged, and deeply inter- 
esting. Father Hobart, who has been 46 years 
in the ministry, was present enjoying the exercis- 
es. And—to the great astonishment of all— 
Rev. Mr. Thurston of Maine told us that the 
father of Father Hobart—the man who fitted him 
for college—was still laboring in Maine, able to 
ride his horse, and with voice enough to fill a 
house three times as large as that they were in. 
Bradford is a beautiful and romantic village on 
the Connecticut, easy of access by rail-road. 
The enchanting scenery around, the delightful 
weather, the hespitality of the citizens, and the 
interest manifested by them in the exercises, the 
harmony that has prevailed in all the delibera- 
tions, the evident presence of the Spirit in their 
meetings, have contributed to render this one of 
the most interesting and profitable Conventions 
that has ever been held in our State. J. 8S. 
Another correspondent adds :—Prayer meetings 
were held each morning at five o’clock, and in 
these it was manifest that the clerical brethren had 
come to this spiritual feast with hearts glowing 
with love to Christ and to one another. The 
wives of ministers also had a meeting on two suc- 
cessive mornings at eight o'clock for prayer and 


of mingled sympathies and Christian affection, 


record of the religious exercises of the occasion. 


the Home Missionary, the Sabbath-school, and 


cause of Christ. 








for mutual encouragement and edification in re- 
lation to their appropriate duties. These seasons 


were truly refreshing. The commendatory no- 
tice which Paul has given of the women who 
labored with him in the Gospel, warrants this 


Ample time was given for the anniversary of 


the Education Societies of the State, in behalf of 
which instructive and spirit-stirring addresses 
were delivered. These added greatly to the in- 
terest and profitableness of the meeting. In this 
way each State may have its own anniversaries, 
spreading widely the same happy influence as 
do those of the parent societies which are held 
in May. The “Doctrinal Tract and Book Soci- 
ety” also had its advocate ;—its means for pros- 
ecuting its work, and its prospective usefulness, 
were fully stated; and when it shall present to 


the public and to home missionaries at the west, 
the works of John Robinson, the elder Hooker, 
Edwards, Dwight, Bellamy, and other fathers of 
the Congregational denomination, it will be seen 
that it is performing an important service for the 


The Report on the state of religion in Vermont 
was filled with details of revivals in every part 
of the commonwealth. The past has been to 
this portion of God’s heritage, a year of his pow- 
er and grace. It has been.a season of the re- 
newal of those extraordinary effusions of the 


in former times. 
A brief and spirited debate arose on the sub- 
ject of slavery, and although the correspondence 
| with the Old School General Assembly is contin- 
ued, you may be assured, that cur good brethren 
in Vermont regard with detestation and abhor- 
rence that institution which makes rational be- 
ings mere goods and chattels, the merchandise of 
their fellow-men. J.M. 


TUE TEMPERANCE LAW IN MAINR. 





Portianp, June 22, 1851. 
To the Editors of the Independent :— 
GENTLEMEN :—It may be remembered perhaps 
by some of your readers who are particularly in- 
terested in the temperance movement, that you 
published a letter from me a few weeks ago, 


the way”—as he was helping to roil a great 


sect prescribes. To that precise standard his ideas | 


one of them will be satisfied and more than sat- 


5, a of rum down the cellarway at the City | must be conformed—within those prescribed lim- | isfied with the substitution of the one for the 
Hall, a bystander who knew him well, cried out, its all his mental activities must be limited. ; other. I have no doubt that the columns of thenew 
“ Stand clear of the bung, Jemmy, it’ll knock you | Against the man, however fervid in his love of | paper will freely and cordially admit abstract re- 


over.” “QO, never you fear"—replied he—“ I'm Christ, whose mind is imbued with an eclectic ports of our operations for the promotion of Peace 


serving folks that fashion.” 

Is it too much to request you to publish the | 
bill, 
with the grog shops? The enactment of this bill | 
constitutes an epoch in the history of civilization, 
and Christianization, 
future time. The example of Maine will surel 
be followed by our sister States until grog shops 
shall be banished from this land. 

Very respectfully yours, 
Neat Dow. 


——+e 








upon a proposition which was then before the 
Massachusetts Legislature for the establishment 
of a hospital for inebriates. In that letier I en- 
deavored to show as succinctly as [ could, that 
the only proper or possible way to cure the evil 
of intemperance, would be the enactment of-@ 
law against the traffic in strong drinks, sufficient 
ly stringent in its provisions, and summary in its 
processes to put an effectual check to that bug- 
ness, which ia the direct canse-of allthe intempgr 
ance, and of most of the poverty, pauperisin, ©" 
gradation and crime existing in the community. 
Since the publication of that letter, such a law 
been enacted in Maine; and our people are 
about to demonstrate the proposition, that a Stat 
can exist without a grog shop, as well as with 


| 
For the Independent. | 
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(CONCLUDED ) 


in some form come under the control of associa- | 
tions, and that the real question after all is that | 


In my last I argued the necessity of associated | inaries of learning would deprive them of the af- 
effort for the cause of learning in the new States. | fections of a large portion of the people. There short Christian and moral arguments to prove the 
But no person well acquainied with the subject | 5 20 ecclesiastical system in this country which | sinfulness, inhumanity, waste and folly of war; 
can fail to see that this interest will inevitably | !5 @pproved of and loved by niore than a minor- | Statistics, carefully collated, showing the bearings 


his longing fora wider range-of thought, fellow- | 
ship and affection, the high places of influence in 


this age dispense with the labors of such minds ? | 


n, | Can itever enjoy them under ecclesiastical con- | 
and will be so regarded in jtrolt It seems to me these questions may be | allusions which they shall hereafter meet in my 
y submitted to the most enlightened friends of | communications. I will therefore refer especially 


} 


Christ without one word of comment. The sub-| 


ity. On such a system we should have no Nean- | 
ders in our colleges or Theological seminaries. 
Do we need none? 

3. But again, such an arrangement of our sem- 








ity of the people. Every ecclesiastical system | 


of the country is looked upon with more or less | 


going to help put the stuff out of the way-oi | spirit and disdains the rigid barriers of sect in| and Human Brotherhood among all nations of 


men, and that its readers will thoroughly sympa- 
thize with these objects and efforts. 


that leading and influential men in other | connection with our system of education willbe | And now permit me briefly to describe the na- 
States may see what we propose to do in Maine effectually closed. Can the cause of learning in| ture of the operations to which I have adverted, 


that the large circle of new readers to which | am 
admitted, may better understand the terms and 


to two of these enterprises, which are daily as- 


| jecting of our seminaries of learning to ecclesi- | suming new interest and importance. The first 
jastical control will either break down such| is termed “ The Olive Leaf Mission,” on the con- 
| minds or drive them into obscurity and inactiv- | tinent of Europe, and consists in the monthly in- 


sertion in the leading journals of France, Ger- 
many, and other countries, of a tract called an 
“ Olive Leaf for the people,” which occupies one 
or two columns of an ordinary newspaper. Thi- 
Olive Leaf contains several articles, embracing 


of the war system upon the people of differen 
countries ; and the testimonies of statesmen, anc 


of a choice of associations. As I have already j distrust and dislike ty @ majority even of the Of greatand good men to the manifold evils o! 


intimated, the few and scattered individuals who | Christian community. With the great first prin- | the system. Arrangements have been made witl. 


for learning will find their weakness and the ut- 
ter inadequacy of their resources, and they will 
begin to look about them for the means of effect- | 





out a king, or a church without a bishop. ‘ 
I regard the enactment of this law as the most | 
important act of legislation of modern times, and | 
its success will be attended with glorious results 
to our State and to the nation, the extent and im | 
portance of which we cannot at present foresee, | 
or even imagine. Everybody understands and | 
admits that at least three-fourths of all the p u-| 
perism and crime which afilicts society, results | 
directly from the influence of strong drink. The 
children of the intemperate generally grow up in} 
ignorance and vice, with a predisposition for in- 
temperance, and necessarily become bad members 
of society. They do not go to school or to| 
church, they know little of law, human or divine, | 
tut hate both; they wage war against society, | 
which seeks to restrain or punish them; and | 
they blaspheme the God who made them, and | 
curse what they regard as the fate, which has} 
made them outeasts and heathen on the face of | 
the earth, | 
All good men are bound by every obligation to | 
God and tbeir country, to exert all their power to | 
correct the terrible evils which flow from this 
source, so far as it can be done. Christian men 
as individuals, and the church as a body, have 
too long overlooked this great department of 
Christian and philanthropic effort. We have 
fixed our eyes upon the heathen of other lands, 
and our hearts have been pained at descriptions 
of their physical and social degradation and 
their moral and spiritual blindness; and great 
efforts have been made to send to them the written 
and preached word of God. But we have not 
sufficiently regarded the fact, that there are at 
our own door, heathen the most destitute and ab- 
ject, whose sufferings we have not regarded, 
whose condition we have not alleviated, whose 
circumstances we have taken little trouble to in- 
quire into. In all this we have sinned against 
God, unwittingly perhaps: but now it is time we 
should apply ourselves to this great work of 
alleviating the miseries, and elevating the condi- 
tion of that part of our countrymen who are suf- 
fering under the curse of the grog shop. 

This great work has now been undertaken in 
earnest and as a matter of business in the State 
of Maine. Our state motto is “ Dirigo,” and we 
have indeed taken,the lead in an enterprise which 
is full of promise ot infinite blessings to mankind. 
But there is one thing which surprises me bhe- 
yond measure, in connection with this matter ; it 
is that our religious press has hardly noticed the 
subject at all, or has done it with a tone of coldness 
and indifference which seem to warrant the con- 
clusion, that it cares little for the subject any way. 
The State of Maine is now to be the great bat- 
tle ground, between temperance and intemper- 
ance; and it is not to be expected that the devil 
will yield up his ancient dominion and resign his 
power without a desperate struggle. We have 
surrounded his very citadel—his stronghold— 
and call now upon every bold and true man to 
scale with us his lofty walls, that we may drive 
him out forever, and cast him down to his own 
place. 

This is Christ's work, and those who really 
love Christ will do it; this is indeed a holy war, 
and every true soldier of the Cross will fight in 
it. There will be many members of the armies 
of the Lord of Hosts, who will prove recreant in 
this struggle, but they will be those only Wha 
have enlisted under Christ’s banner, for the pay 
and rations, but who have no love for his service ; 
all those who reverence his name and are loyal 
to him will press forward now to the post of dan- 
ger, and will be found in the thickest of the battle. 
We want the religious press everywhere, to be 
true now to its duty, and bold in its discharge; 
there is one law, which they may all publish 
“ By authority”—and [ hope they will do it— 
though the bill may not be presently paid—it is 
“Woe to him who putteth the bottle to his 
neighbor, and makest him drunken also.” 

I notice that some of the secular presses of 
other States denounce our new law—-and I am 
anxious that all those whose conductors approve 
of temperance, and disapprove of dram-selling, 
should do all they can to sustain us in the great 
work which we have undertaken. 

T send you herewith a copy of the law, which 
was passed by great majorities, viz.: 86 to 40 in 
the House, and 18 to 10 in the Senate; and I do 
not hesitate to assure you, that it will be sus- 
tained by our people, and executed to the letter; 
and that by its instrumentality, grog shops wil! 
be entirely banished from our State. On the first 
day on which it was announced that the Go- 
vernor had signed the bill, our rum shops ceased 
to sell; many of them rolled their liquors out of 
doors and sent them off to Boston; and now, 
though the law is only three weeks old, a barrel 





those licensed to sell it for medicinal and mechan- 
ical purposes. The groggeries have been closed, 
except a few Irish cellars, to which well known 
customers go secretly for their bitters. 

The wholesale dealers have not all sent their 
liquors off, but have stored them to await a fa- 
vorable change in the times. The authorities 
have announced that a reasonable time will be 
allowed, in which dealers may “ship off their 
liquors to other States and countries, the govern- 


stroyed according to law. On Saturday the 20th, 


and stored them in cellars under the City Hall. 
This proceeding was witnessed by a great cfowd 
which assembled around the premises; every- 
thing passed off quietly, and to the entire satis~ 
faction of the great body of the people, who de- 
sire that rumselling and intemperance 
cease. An interesting incident connected with 
this affair I wish to relate; the seizure was made 
late on Saturday afternoon ; the stock of liquors 
was large, and the marshal wanted more work- 
men ; a well known drinking man who kept @ 
Jobster stand near by, ran eagerly to help, saying 





of rum cannot be bought in this city, except of 


ments of which allow them to be sold to their peo- 
ple ;” after which they will be seized and de- 


the first seizure was made by the police, consist- 
ing of the entire stock of a large dealer; the city 
marshal and his deputies went to the shop with 
drays and workmen, and took away the liquors— 


ing the necessary combination and concert of ac- | 
tion, Local interests and jealousies will stand 
opposed, often with great obstinacy, to such con- 
cert, and there will generally be found but two 
means of resisting it. One of these is to look 
for aid to a society such as that we have organ- 
ized for the very purpose of promoting Christian 
learning and for no other purpose. { showed in 
my last how a common dependence on stich a 
Society will secure concerted action. 

But in the absence of any such society, I am 
mistaken if the seminaries of learning in the new 
States do not hereafter fall chiefly under the con- 
trol of the ecclesiastical authorities of the different 
religious denominations. The power of ecclesi- 
astical bodies in the West is very great, greater 
than one unacquainted with the case can well 
understand. As a means of breaking the force 
of local passions, interests and prejudices, it is 
one of the strongest forces in existence. There 
Sre certainly in the West ecclesiastical bodies 
which possess a power of concentrating the ac- 
tivity of the people upon a given enterprise, all 
local considerations to the contrary notwithstand 
ing, not at all inferior to that possessed by the 
State itself. When, therefore, individuals feel 
a deep interest in the cause of learning, but find 
no means at hand of overcoming that local ego- 
tism which is the great obstacle to success in an 
enterprise for promoting it, nothing is so natural 
as to commit the whole interest to a power be- 
lieved to be strong enough to overcome this ob- 
stacle, and secure the requisite concert of action. 
And the power ecclesiastical is ever at hand, 
quite ready to assume this guardianship of all 
institutions of learning. It is accordingly unde- 
niable that in the whole North-west educational 
interests are falling greatly under ecclesiastical 
control. And it seems to me the practical ques- 
tion really presented for our consideration, is 
whether we will prefer to sustain and give great- 
ly increased efficiency to such a Society as we 
have, or to hand the cause of learning over to be 
controlled by the various ecclesiastical powers. 
I would invite the attention of the reader to a few 
reasons why the latter course should not be 
adopted. 

1. It will strengthen the principle of sect which 
is everywhere, but especially in the West, already 
too strong. No proposition is plainer than that 
the power of a government is proportioned to the 
number and importance of the interests which it 
controls. It matters not how free the forms of 
a government may be, or how completely sub- 
jected to the popular will, if its administration 
enters into those details which every man is 
much better able to manage for himself, it will 
be tyrannical and highly detrimental to national 
prosperity and private happiness. To any man 
who knows the A BC of civil liberty this pro- 
position needs no proof. And hence no govern- 
ment which retains in its hands the control of 
any interest which be!ongs not appropriately to 
it can fail to be just so far tyrannical. There can, 
for example, be no full enjoyment of freedom in 
any nation while the government refuses to give 
up religion to individual conscience and the free 
action of the voluntary principle. In every State, 
the mightiest blow which can be struck for free- 
dom, is the establishment of the voluntary prin- 
ciple in religion. 

These principles are just as applicable to ec- 
élesiastical politics, as to civil. Every interest 
which is surrendered to the ecclesiastical power 
strengthens it, and whenever an ecclesiastical 
power controls any interest which belongs not 
rightfully to it, the exercise of that power be- 
comes in just so much injurious to the welfare of 
the community. What then is the proper limita- 
tion of the province of ecclesiastical powers in 
this country? Ihave no hope of so answering 
this question as to secure any general concur- 
rence. It is perhaps the very last question which 
will be settled to the general satisfaction of the 
Church of Christ on earth. But it seems to me 
the sentiment may meet a pretty general response 
that at the present time, ceitainly in the Western 
States, ecclesiastical powers exercise more than 
a rightful sway—that we are disposed to rely on 
ecclesiastical infl es far too much and on an 
individual religious activity far too little, and 
that any step tending to strengthen the ecclesias- 
tical forces which bear sway would be a step 
backwards. If there are any to whose judgment 
this statement does not commend itself I do not 
feel much disposed to argue it out ; I would rath- 
er suggest than advocate. It must be admitted 
by all that to surrender our seminaries of learn- 
ing to ecclesiastical control must greatly add to 
the influence of ecclesiastical bodies and strength- 
en the principle of sect. 1 know well that there 
are many good men who are not prepared for 
this. 

2. Such an arrangement will tend to infuse the 
spirit of sect into the ministry and into individual 
character. This follows from what has just been 
said, but it is well for a moment to contemplate 
it particularly. If our ecclesiastical bodies not 
only send us our ministers and decide for us in 
reference to their orthodoxy, but control our 
seminaries of learning, and provide the instruc- 
tors of our children, and manage all the funds 
which we consecrate, not only to religion but to 
learning also, we shall come at last to regard 
them as religious essentials—as a part and par- 
cel of our religion itself. We shall never look 
directly upon the uncolored and unrefracted light 
of God’s truth as it comes to us from the divine 
word and Spirit, but always more or less bent 
from its course and discolored by our ecclesiastical 
media. We shall begin to regard brethren not 
in our ecclesiastical connection as hardly in the 
fold of Christ, or at least as occupying an apart- 
ment in it quite distinct from ours, and so much 
removed from us that we can hardly believe that 
the Sun of Righteousness does shine upon them. 

And ministers and teachers will oer sympa- 





}access to the station where he feels that he is 


principles do command the unanimous sufirages | 
of the whole body of the faithful, and the assent | 
of an overwhelming majority of the nation. Are | 
then the peculiarities of sects important, to be | 
associated in the national mind either with sys- | 
tems of education or seminaries of learning! It | 
seems to me every intelligent, candid man must | 
answer in the negative—and that his negative | 
will only be so much the more emphatic as his 

tastes and feelings are more religious. It is the | 
Spontaneous dictate of right Christian feeling | 
that our colleges ought to be religious—that 
otherwise they are worthy of no confidence and | 
no aid, but that they ought not to be sectarian, 
and that in proportion as they become such they 

lose their high religious character. Why then, 

place them under a denominational control? By 

doing so you are, as has been shown, in great 

danger of poisoning them with the spirit of sect: 

but if you escape this evil, which you can hard- 

ly hope to do, you detract from that universal 

affection which they ought one and all to secure 

from the entire people, by associating them with 

denominational peculiarities which are always 

distasteful to a majority of the community. 

Why should not our colleges be placed simply 

on the broad religious basis of a common Chris- 

tianity ! Why must that respectable portion of 

our population who are not identified with any 

religious denomination, see in each of our col- 

leges the representative of some sect instead of 
seeing in them all the representatives of learn- 
ing im}ucd with the principles of our glorious 
common Christianity? Why not let all men see 
that to the purely denominational conflicts of 
the time our colleges are not in any way parti- 
zans ¢ 

I cannot but therefore deprecate subjecting the 
seminaries of learning of the West to ecclesias- 
tical control as ‘njurious both to learning and re- 
ligion, and J entvrtain no doubt that many excel- 
lent men are prepared to respond to this senti- 
ment. To such men I would then say, cherish the 
Collegiate Education Society and give it much 
greater efficiency than it has ever yet attained to. 
Depend upon it, there is over all the West a felt 
need of applying the power of associated effort 
to the founding of colleges. And if the volunta- 
ry principle does not furuish us a system of asso- 
ciated effort suited to the exigencies of the case, 
the power of ecclesiastical association will pe 
appealed to not in vain. The friends of learning 
will sacrifice a part of their freedom for an in- 
crease of their power. Iam aware that there 
are some readers who will consider what | have 
said of the efficiency of ecclesiastical organiza- 
tions as a concession of the whole ground in con- 
troversy. And if there were no other method of 
bringing the power of associated effort to bear, 
so it would be. Better sectarian colleges than 
no colleges. But experience, after ail, has fully 
demonstrated tie superior efficacy of voluntary 
over ecclesiastical associations. It stands out as 
a fact not to be gainsaid or resisted that the great 
leading benevolent enterprises of the day, those 
which in efficiency have greatly surpissed al] 
others, are controlled by strictly voluntary asso- 
ciations. Togive over our colleges to ecclesias- 
tical control is to choose a Jess efficient instru- 
ment rather than one more efficient. The spirit 
of the age tends to limit rather than extend eccle- 
siastical power, and it will only consent to ex- 
tend it under a feeling of necessity, and then 
with reluctance. Let us have a great voluntary 
association on truly liberal and Christian princi- 
pies, devoted to the cause of learning, and its 
power will exceed that of any ecclesiastical ar- 
rangements ; the hearts of the people will go with 
it: it will be felt to be in harmony with our 
national character and gather around it a host of 
the most enlightened minds, whose influence will 
be felt along our whole frontier in rearing up the 
institutions of learning upon the broadest and 
most truly Christian principles. 


Roginson. 

Foreign Correspondence. 

LETTER FROM WR, BURRITT: HIS OPE- 
RATIONS. 


Ere this, the subscribers of the Christian 
Citizen have been made acquainted with the 
circumstances under which it has been discontin- 
ued; and perhaps it is not necessary for me to 
recapitulate them here. And if it be not neces- 
sary to do this, | should be glad to avoid it, For 
it is not pleasant to dwell upon the closing scenes, 
the dying hours and incidents of a life we loved. 
The Citizen was, as it were, the first-born 
child of at least one heart’s hopes, which, per- 
haps, has not mourned alone over its untimely 
grave. I would fain believe that its memory 
will be associated with a pleasant remembrance 
in the minds of many whom it has visited weekly, 
year after year. The thoughts of Peace, Broth- 
erhood and Human Freedom which it has breath- 
ed, will, I hope, survive its death, and work 
their way among the ideas of the age. 
What in them there has been of truth will live ; 
thongh tongues shall cease and all agencies of 
expression fail. But it softens the affliction of 
this bereavement to think, that I have not yet 
to bid farewell to the friends and relatives of the 
Christian Citizen ; that we shall travel and take 
sweet counsel together still for a season. Through 
the columns of the New York Independent, which 
in fearless outspeaking for the right and true, has 
been a twin-sister of the child of my first love 
for humanity, I shal] commune with them still, 
on themes which have engaged our contempla- 
tions in times gone by. I would even hope, that 
they will all transfer to this journal the interest 
they felt in the deceased ; and believe and realize 
that the latter lives again in these pages. I pur- 
pose to write, during the current year, as much 


will first feel the importance of doing something | ciples of the religion of Christ it is not so. Those | fifteen of the most influential journals cn the Con- 


tinent for the monthly insertion of these Olive 

Leaves: viz.: Paris 1, Berlin 3, Hamburgh 1, Vi- 

enna 1, Leipsic 1, Bremen 1, Cologne 1, Frank- 

fort 1, Stuttgart 1, Augsburg 1, St. Petersburg 1,Co- 
penhagen 2. Through these journals we are now 

reaching nearly a million of minds, scattered al) 
over the continent of Europe. Thus a vast ani 

permanent circle of readers is secured, upon whose 
attention we may press the great truths and prin- 
ciples of peace, precept upon precept, line upon 
line, from month to month, and from year to year. 
It is a work which may be expanded into a grea! 
educational system, embracing in its influence al! 
the populations of the Continent. It is so gentle 
and noiseless, that the Christian women of Great 
Britain, America, and other countries were ear- 

nestly solicited at the outset to make this mis- 
sion their own, and to sustain it with their sym- 

pathy and efforts. To this appeal they have mos 

readily and generously responded. Already abou 

sixty “Olive Leaf Societies” have been forme: 

in England and Scotland, twelve or fifteen in 
America, and several in Germany. Each of these 

Societies, either by contributions from its mem- 
bers and their friends, or by the proceeds of nee- 
dlework, undertakes to raise a certain sum for thi 

mission during the year ; generally from $10 t 

$50. The whole operation now costs about $125 
per month ; and this amount is raised almost en- 
tirely by these Olive Leaf Societies. The small- 
est contribution will tell effectively on this enter 

prise. One dollar will send our dove of peac: 

with 1000 Olive Leaves to as many diflerent fam- 
ily circles in France or Germany, and one ceni 
will send ten to as many homes. Thus the litth 

child that can give only a cent, may drop these 

seed-thoughts of Peace and Human Brotherhoo 

into a dozen hearts. This is the operation to 
which I shall often refer, under the head of “ The 

Olive Leaf Mission,” and which will constituts 

one of the principal enterprises of the League o/ 
Universal Brotherhood, a society formed in 1846 

The other enterprise which we are prosecuting 
with renewed vigor, is “an Ucean Penny Post- 
age, to make home everywhere, and all nation: 
neighbors.” For the last four years we have 
been gently pressing this idea upon ihe public 
mind in Great Britain, and slowly it has take: 
hold of it, with the conviction that this boon anc 
blessing to the world must and will be realized 
It has already acquired a strong force of public 
opinion in its favor. No political or religious 
antagonisms or prejudices are raised against it, 
and there is a good prospect of the union of ali 
parties and interests in carrying it through to a 
speedy and full realization. As some of the read- 
ers of this paper may not understand what is em- 
braced in this proposition, I will merely say, that 
by the term “Ocean Penny Postage,” we meat 
simply this ;—that the single service of trans. 
porting a letter, weighing under half an ounce. 
from any port of Great Britain to any port beyono 
the sea, at which the British mail-packets stop, 
shall be performed by the British Government foi 
one penny ; or one penny for its mere conveyance 
from Folkestone to Boulogne, Liverpool to Bos- 
ton, London to St. Petersburg, Hong-Kong, &c. 
We are now organizing an agitation for this 
measure. Petitions in its behalf are being signed 
all over the United Kingdom, and many in the 
Colonies. A. very influential member of Parlia- 
ment is to bring a motion before the House of 
Commons the present session in favor of the 
scheme. One earnest man who has got nearly a 
dozen of these petitions signed, writes: “A kind 
wish and smile of encouragement awaited me at 
every door ; and I fee] confident that had an effort 
been made, every village in the United Kingdom 
would have sent forth its petition."—I am sure 
all the readers of The Independent will feel a deep 
interest in this enterprise, and rejoice to see it 
speedily realized. And believing that they will 
also regard with favor the Olive Leaf Mission, 
I shall be glad to advert to the progress of both 
these operations from time to time. 


Exinv Burritt. 
London, June 6, 1851. 


AN ENGLISH COUNTRY EXCURSION, 


Oxrorp, June 11, 1851. 
My Dear Frienp :—I am just returned home 
after an absence of a few days spent chiefly in a 
rural district, rarely if ever visited by the traveler. 
Knowing that you love the old country, and as- 
sociated as all that I see and hear and read 1s with 
a certain engagement with thie press, my thoughts 
have often turned to you in these few days; and 
what I have seen and heard would take form and 
color, as matter for a letter to you. How far 
this morbid mental activity is a misfortune, how 
far the necessary result of literary habits, I will 
not stop to determine ; but a letter I inflict upon 
ou. 
P A short journey by rail brought me to a sta- 
tion in the richest agricultural district in Eng- 
land; one of the richest, too, in historical facts 
and associations of the past. From the station 
a short ride was before me across a portion of the 
celebrated Vale of the White Horse, to Wantage, 
the birth-place of Alfred. The country was as 
the garden of the Lord. The rich deep green of 
the wheat fields, the more brilliant color of the 
young barley, the fragrance of wide bean fields 
in blossom, attested the richness of the soil and 
the favorableness of the season. Grass-deep 
meadows and numerous sleek and handsome cat- 
tle, the green hedge-rows and blossoming thorn 
(the May-bush or white thorn, here a tree from 





from my 


I trust what has been my loss will 








to the officer, Tl help you; I want rum out of 


for its columns as I did weekly for the Citizen ; 
and on the same subjects. Once a fortnight I 
hope to send a Family Letter, containing notes 
personal experience and observations in 
the old World, which shall not only be interest- 
ing to the old readers of the Citizen, but also to 
that new circle to which I shall be introduced 
through the columns of the Independent. In short, 
prove a great 
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rounding vastness of green expanse. Then there 
is the narrow valley, not seen till entered upon, 
with its clear and sparkling brook issuing from th 
chalk, the Old World chalk of Albion, and giv- 
ing life to clusters of villages and small towns. 
Then not serrated and broken, but in grand 
masses the Downs rise to the cloud region, and 
on a summer day the march of cloud and shadow 
may be observed for miles. 

From the northern edge of these Downs, some 
fifty miles in length, two or three long wave-like 
masses have rolled off. On the outermost of these 
is Wantage, slightly raised above the vale. The 
town looks as if the streets had been originally 
built upon a plan formed by winding and inter- 
secting cattle tracks. It is a maze, though not a 
mighty one. The chief place is curious, Itis a 
kind of triangular square, with sundry nooks 
and corners. Fine old red brick houses, with 
stone dressings, and with vines trained about 
them, alternate with low, quaint, angular and 
gabled dwellings of the good old times, when 
roofs were low and ventilation was unknown ; 
ind here and there in the suburbs are long roofs 
well thatched with straw, looking at once rural 
and comfortable, The population is 4,000. The 
manufactures none. The town divides with Far- 
ringdon and Abingdon, neighboring boroughs, the 
trade of the farmers of the dictrict: 

A narrow opening from the triangular square 
brought me to the church, a large gray stone 
structure, with massive Gothic tower, and several 
1isles in chantries and chapels. It looks as if 
the town had been built for it, and not it for the 
own; and indeed the buildings of the town 
must have passed away several times since the 
foundations of the church were laid. Twenty 
generations, or more, lie round that structure, 
and it is a solemn sight to him that can see, to 
observe how the soil has been raised many feet 
above the road, and above the floor of the church, 
by the remains of generations of men there de- 
posited, 

A new and beautiful vicarage in the Tudor 
style stands in the shadow of the church, and 
near to ita new and handsome National! “ Church” 
school, in the same style; and still near a new 
“Old Grammar School” is being completed, 
partly from funds raised at the Alfred Commem- 
oration ; all this from the coach-top, while pass- 
ing on to “the priory ;” not a new gingerbread 
“priory,” not an old veritable priory adapted, 
but a house standing on the site of the priory 
that was before the Reformation—a consecrated 
house too it is to the scholar and divine. 
England ecclesiastically considered, might be 
studied microscopically in this small town. It is 
one parish. The living belongs to the Dean and 
Chapter of regal Windsor. The last incumbent 
was the Dean, who added the six or seven hun- 
ired pounds a year of this living to the income 
4 his magnificent Deanery of the regal chapel of 
Mt. George of Windsor. He held the vicarage 
for many years—visited Wantage once—and paid 
4 curate some £120 a year. That was the 
Church of England of a few years since. The 
Dean died. Wantage has a new vicar—he is a 
zealous Anglo-Catholic, always in residence— 
has four curates —has expended far more than he 
has received—has set up a stone altar, and deco- 


rated it—has erected crosses, and does homage 
‘othem. He is “in the place of God” to the 
people of Wantage; he alone can save them, by 
giving them the body of Christ, made by him. 
Here is zeal, self-denial, and action; a surveil- 
‘ance of the entire population ; and here is a spe- 
cimen of the results of the Oxford movement 

At the priory resides one whom | am honored 
to call my friend—once the beloved pastor of a 

arge church in the south of England, and for a 

ime the Pastor of a church over which Kobert 
Hall had presided, and of which John Foster was 
1 member ; failing strength and needed repose 
»rought him to Wantage, where heshas seen old 
half dead Church-of-Eaglandism develope into 
the life of new and active Romanism. Here, 
you will say, is light in darkness; and you will 
isk, Do not the people rejoice in the light? Can 
hey accept the doctrine and the priestly rule of 
Rome, in the teaching, organization, and espion- 
«ge of the zealous vicar and his clerica] band of 
tssistants* Here, truly, my friend, is England 
exemplified, 

You have seen the great church. It is the eve 

4 the Sabbath. The blessed day of the riven 
Lord is come, and now go we to meeting in Wan- 
age, and see the protest against the new popery. 
Che hour of worship is somewhat late, but we 
nust wait till the church chimes—six sweet and 
most musical, but yet discordant be'ls —have 
lone. A small oblong, red brick and steep-roofed 
building, some 150 years old, at the back of the 
main street, awaits us. It was a Presbyterian 
meeting-house, but the church died out. The 
congregation now consists of Baptists and Pedo- 
baptists. In that priory, where [ have slept, 
lived Elder Butler of the Presbyterian church. 
Here he came to worship ; and here for the first 
seventeen years of his life brought bis son to wor- 
ship: and that son was AnaLooy Butter. Al- 
fred’s birth-place was also the birth-place of this 
distinguished prelate. I could not walk in the 
footprints of the great Anglo-Saxon, or sit where 
the young divine and embryo prelate had sat to 
worship, without being oppressed with thick- 
coming fancies and enveloped in a cloud of mus- 
ings. Alfred impressed his mind upon the An- 
glo-Saxon race: he still lives. Butler too is 
living and influencing in a still higher region. 
Young Cuatmers the sceptic read the “Analogy,” 
and believed. 
The small meeting-house was filled with150 per- 
sons. Aged, serious-looking and worn agricultural 
laborers, a few; two or three farmers and their 
families ; a few of the tradesmen of the town; a 
scattering of intelligent-looking young people, 
made up the congregation. I would give youan 
outline of the sermon, preached from an immense 
octangular pulpit of carved oak, of the period of 
the Reformation, and formerly belonging to the 
parish church ; bat I shall overwhelm you if [ 
do not forbear. I will, however, mention a pe- 
culiarity in the prayer. Continente and nations 
were prayed for with a discriminating specialty 
in each case. India and her millions, our fel- 
low-subjects; that “we” and our rulers may 
feel our duties and responsibilities, and 60 on. 
America, especially those S'ates where the word 
of God in our own tongue, and the ordinances of 
religion were possessed and enjoyed ; that slave- 
ry and its attendant evils might speedily be re- 
moved, and America be made a blessing to the 
world. In like manner ititercession was made 
for Europe and its countries. 

A Wesleyan congregation, somewhat larger 
than this, is the only other religious community 
in the town. The people generally go tochurch 
as heretofore, “nd as they would continue to do 
were “Church and State” to be reunited to 
Rome, or to replace the Scriptures by the Koran. 
A leading man in the town, discussing the Vicar 
and his doctrines, said, ‘“‘ Well, you know I must 
ge to church if the Devil were vicar.” That is to 
say, Church-of-Englandism is a social distinction 
—a caste; and the infidel and profane person, 
and others who are not such, on these accounts, 
at Wantage, and everywhere else, “ must” go to 


;|church. Jt is even so with persons having a de- 


gree of spiritual enlightenment, and who feel the 
need of comfort and counsel. 

Returning from meeting it was observed, “ Poor 
Mr. and Mrs. so-and-so were out to-day after 
their great affliction. I saw them to church, 
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gain to the subscribers of the Citizen ; that every 

































































































